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Of up ta 75 electric buses
Miami-Dade is buying from a
10 will
be reserved for express service
on the 836 and none will run on
the South Dade Transitway being

graded for “gold standard” bus
rapid transit (BRT), a transporta-

California manufacturer,

tion spokesperson said. .

County commissionersin Octo-
ber2019 approved a contract with
Proterra Inc. for up to 75 40-foot ’
plug-in buses. At the time, they =
OK’daninitial 33-bus order, which g

‘cost $29.6 millionand included $4 &
charging stations.

Another$37.5millionmay alsogo i

million forthree

toward buying 42 more.

But because the Proterra ZX5  miami
models won’tfitthe 20-mile South

Dade Transitway, known as the
South Corridorinthe county Smart
Plan, another purchase of battery-
powered buses is now underway.
“Thetechnical specsandsize for
the battery-electric vehicles forthe

by email. “The BRT vehicles for
the South Dade Corridor will be
procured underadifferentcontract,
which is currently out for bid...”

In June, commissioners signed
off on a deal with the Florida De-

.Dade officlals tested a Proterra electric bus this month. The county is buying 75 from the company.

Mall to Miami International Air-
port and downtown Miami.

The state’s $4.7 million con-
tribution will go toward paying
Proterra, Mr. Espinoza confirmed,
whichthe county expectstodeliver

feedback to Proterra so they can he added.
make any necessary adjustments
prior to delivering the rest of the complications fromthe pandemic
?2 buses,” he wrote. “Once allad- to affect delivery of the Proterra
justmentsare made, deliveryofthe ‘buses or ongoing negotiations
‘remaining 32 buses is scheduled = for South Corridor e-buses, Ms.
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Director Alice Bravo and commis-
sioners Esteban BovoJr., Daniella

tested a prototype Proterra bus at
the Vizcaya Metrorail station.
M. Espinoza said Monday that
the prototypemodel wasnota ZX5.
“The ones we’ll be getting will
be different,” he said. .
3 Over its expected 12-year
lifespan, a zero-emission battery-
& powered bus will cut 1,700 tons
of carbon dioxide, said the mayor,
who has previously opined that
more than half the county’s bus
fleet should be electric by 2035.
It’s also quieter, more comfort-
ableandcanaccelerate 150% faster
than traditional diesel vehicles,

Photo by the Department of Public Works.

Asked whether she anticipates

South Dade Corridor are different partment of Transportation to split
from the Proterra buses,” county the $9.5 million cost of buying 10
transportation and public' works - new e-buses for the 836 east-west

'_ spokesperson Luis Espinoza said express service linking Dolphin

the first ZX5 bus by June 2021.
“Then, [the Department of

Transportation and Public Works]

will test the vehicle and provide

to start January 2022. A total of Bravo told Miami Today, “I think
10 Proterrabuses are scheduled to - it’s uncertain to say what the
be placed into service on the State - continuedimpact ofthe pandemic
Road 836 Express bus route.” willbe”

Miami strides to make Little Havana pedestrian friendly

BY GABRIEL POBLETE

Little Havana has been cited as Miami’s
most dangerous area for pedestrians. But
soon, the city could beadoptingan ordinance
aimed at improving pedestrian safety in the
neighborhood. :

City commissioners are slated to vote

today (10/22) on aresolution directing the
administration to develop an ordinance that
wouldestablishthe Little Havana Pedestrian
Priority Zone. The administration would
then have to come back with the legislation
in November.

Theresolution, sponsored by Joe Carollo,
follows a report this month that presents a
pathtowardamore pedestrian-friendly Little’
Havana, especially near schools. The report
was created by Miami-based planning firm
MHCP Colab and non-profit organization

Healthy Little Havana for the City of Miami,
with funding from the Health Foundation of
South Florida.

During the report’s development, the
organizations met with stakeholders and
community leaders, including the. city
administration, Mr. Carollo, county Com-

_missioner Eileen Higgins and.the Florida -

Department of Transportation. *
According to the report, Little Havana
has the most pedestrian-involved vehicular
crashes in the county, which it attributes to
the high concentration of pedestrians in the
neighborhood, aggressive drivers and the
neighborhood being designed to be walk-
able. From 2012 to 2016, the area saw 293
pedestrian-involvedcrashesand 12 fatalities.
- Theplanproposes four pedestrian priority
zones, all of whichhave schools withintheir
boundaries. The zones would feature neigh-

borhood greenways, streets that have safer
crossings, higher visibility and more shade.

The four zones would be:

mCitrus Grove Middle/Elementary,
Northwest 18thto23rdavenues from North-
west Sixth Street toNorthwest First Terrace.

mRiverside Elementary, Flagler Street
to Southwest Fifth Street from Southwest
Ninth to 14th avenues.

mRiverside Parkto Jose Marti Park, South-
west First to Sixth streets and Southwest
Fourth to Eighth avenues. Y

mMiami Senior High School, Southwest
22nd to 27th avenues and Southwest Third
to Flagler streets.

The city memo consists of several recom-
mendations drawn fromthe report. Improve-
ments to designated greenways include
crosswalks with perpendicular curb ramps
and warningstrips, painted and striped park-

ing lanes, and making tumns safer by either
building a curb extension or painting lines
that make for a tighter turn, which would
slow drivers. -
The memo recommends improving
major thoroughfares that move traffics
between local streets and arterial streets
with crosswalks at all four crossings and
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curb ramps. Additionally, the plan calls for <

prohibiting right turns on red lights toward
schools during school hours, improving
pedestrian signals withacountdown, study-
ing opportunities for mid-block crossings;
and installing 25-mile speed limit signs on
residential streets. 2
The report states the city should make
the Little Havana Pedestrian Priority Zone
a capital project.
Back in January 2014, the city created
a Pedestrian Priority Zone for downtown.

Aid on menu for restaurants that used delivery programs

By KYLEA HENSELER

Miami Beach officials are .4

hoping to deliver aid to local
restaurants thathave beenaffected
by the pandemic and incurred
expenses from third-party deliv-
ery programs such as UberEats,
GrubHub and Postmates. ~ ~ °
City commissioners are to
review Oct. 28 a program de-
veloped by staff for aiding these
. businesses, and theadministration
hopes to roll out applications by

Nov. 1 to be reviewed on a first--

come, first-served basis until
funds run out.

At a Sept. 29 budget meet-
ing, a commission memo said,
$60,000 was allocated to assist
local restaurants with delivery
expenses. Over 600 restaurants,
theitem continued, could possibly
be eligible for the proposed grant.

With limited funds, city staff
are aiming to help around 10% of
these businesses by capping grants
atSl,OOOperrestamamandestab-

lishingeligibility requirements for
businesses and reimbursable fees.
DisLalla Willliama the citv’s

economic director, told commis-
sioners at a committee meeting
Monday that the goal of the pro-
gram wastohelpsmall businesses
and mom-and-pop restaurants,
and that limits-would be put in
place to ensure that funds are
spreadtoasmany local restaurants
as possible.

Only expenses incurred be-
tween March 12 and Oct. 31 will
be covered, the memo states, and
these expenses must be delivery
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Freebee was among companies that feasted on restaurant delivery.

service fees from third-party ser-
vices suchas UberEats, DoorDash
or others.

In a pre-Covid era, the memo
noted, such services helped
transform food delivery from a
pizza-dominated landscape to
a dream-come-true for foodies
looking for all types of cuisine.
During the pandemic, however,
they became a lifeline for local
restaurants barred from seating
guests. However, the memo con-

tinued, this seemingly sweetdeal ~ “If any individual is the presi-
turned sour as customers became  dent/general manager/majority
increasingly reliant on delivery owner for more than one eligible
and continued to opt for ordering business, the individual may only
in over eating out. Fees charged apply on behalf of one business,”
by apps, therefore, have become the proposal currently states.
a costly concern for small busi- “Note,” it continued, “this means
ness owners in the industry, the that if one or more eligible busi-
memo said. nesses have an ownerincommon,
Inadditiontoofferingthisaidto - only one of those businesses may
restaurants, it added, “the admin- apply for the program, evenif the
istrationis exploring opportunities business(es) has(have) more than
topartner with food delivery apps/ one owner.”
companies to promote Miami ~ Commissioner David Rich-
Beach restaurants and increase ardson also said that franchise
patronage.” owners, who are excluded from
AtMonday’smeeting, commis- the proposal, are sometimes smal
sioners challenged staff to make business owners and should b
sure the grant programwouldhelp ~ considered — though franchise
the intendedrecipients,andasked owned by corporations shoul
for language clarifying procedure not qualify.
in scenarios that could include a = The current proposal states th
group of partners that own mul- eligible businesses must be up-t
tiple restaurants. date ontaxes and licenses andn
If, for example, two partners have any pending fines or litig
owntworestaurants together,Ms. tion with the city. *“Nightclul
Williams said, only ene would be bars without restaurants, mob
- eligible for funding. Commission- food trucks or carts, restauras
ers suggested these requirements  within hotels and home-bas
be explicitly clear when the ap- businesses,” the memo said,
plication rolls out. also excluded.



